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1. Title: Moving towards gender-sensitive urban mobility planning: Unpacking the role of knowledge
Authors: Anna Nikolaeva, S Shakthi
Abstract: Urban mobility planning has the potential to enact more inclusive cities. Yet mobility planning around the world largely remains insensitive to gender, despite the rich scholarship on gendered mobility in diverse urban contexts. This insensitivity, we argue, is rooted in planning’s epistemic dimensions. Analysing what we term mobility planning knowledge through a feminist epistemological lens, we highlight the role of power in knowledge production. Through two steps, we offer the first comprehensive analysis of the intersections between knowledge and gender insensitivity in mobility planning. First, we review existing research on gender-insensitive planning around three categories: the basic assumptions underpinning mobility planning; knowledge production; and knowledge use practices. Second, we develop a research agenda comprising three directions for gender-inclusive planning research and practice: adopting a ‘commoning mobility’ perspective; interrogating ‘context’; and expanding planning’s methodological and disciplinary toolkit. Using these approaches to analyse gender insensitivities in urban mobility planning, we argue, allows us to explore alternative urban imaginaries based on collective, collaborative principles of gender justice that further discussions of just mobility transitions.
2. Title: The relative importance of greening in attracting gentrifiers to urban Vancouver and suburban Calgary neighbourhoods
Authors: Jessica Quinton, Lorien Nesbitt, James John Timothy Connolly, Elvin Wyly
Abstract: Green gentrification describes how greening neighbourhoods (e.g. by creating parks, community gardens, etc.) can result in higher-income households moving in and displacing/excluding marginalised residents. While some researchers assert that greening attracts higher-income households, this has rarely been empirically tested. Further, green gentrification research has focussed almost exclusively on greening attracting households to urban neighbourhoods, despite desire for more green space often being cited as motivating households to move to suburbs. Our study surveyed 104 households in gentrified downtown Vancouver and suburban Calgary neighbourhoods, to determine the relative importance of neighbourhood greenness and proximity to green space when they were deciding to move into new-build neighbourhoods. Our results indicate that green factors are of similar importance to non-green factors, such as safety, scenic views, ambience and, in Vancouver, proximity to entertainment and transit. Proximity to green space was more important than overall neighbourhood greenness. Residents in all neighbourhoods placed similar importance on green factors, although more importance was placed on private green space in the suburbs. These findings suggest that neighbourhood greenness and proximity to green space are not the only factors driving high-income households to move in and that green factors have played a similar role in motivating households to move to urban and suburban neighbourhoods. Thus, green-gentrification research needs to consider how preference for greened neighbourhoods intersects with other preferences/constraints to ultimately influence residential location choices. It also needs to widen the geography of green gentrification to understand how greening contributes to exclusion and displacement beyond dense city environments.
3. Title: Greater centralization, increased marketization? Evidence from China’s primary urban land market
Authors: Yaoyu Zhang, Zhi Lin, Bo Wang, Hang Ren
Abstract: Exploring the market-oriented allocation of resources is a significant topic in both academic research and government reform. In China, local governments have a monopoly over the supply of primary urban land, leading to an underdeveloped land market. This study examined the supply of primary urban land in China to assess whether enhancing the centralization of land supply by local governments improves the efficiency and equity of market-oriented resource allocation. Using a comprehensive dataset that includes parcel-level data (1,070,823 observations) and city-level data (251 cities) from 2007 to 2021, this study constructs an econometric model. The estimation results indicate that a greater degree of centralization in the primary urban land market improves market-based resource allocation and enhances market performance. The market-oriented transaction prices, which are more in line with the Law of One Price, reduced development time and increased plot ratios. Furthermore, from a macroeconomic perspective, heightened land supply frequency may lead to an increase in housing prices, potentially impeding industrial development. Centralizing land supply is not a complex reform; rather, it has discernible effects. The findings and recommendations are relevant not only for China but also for other developing and transitional countries.
4. Title: Daylife: The evolution of partner dance spaces in urban South Korea
Authors: Yu-Ri Kim
Abstract: Since the early 2000s, urban South Korea has witnessed the emergence of daytime partner dance businesses catering exclusively to older patrons. While these businesses may seem like mere recreational leisure facilities, they are, in fact, intertwined with evolving urban regulations and the pursuit of intimacy during the day. Drawing on fieldwork data from the partner dance scene in South Korea, this paper examines the evolution of daylife—an intimate economy and sociality occupying urban day spaces—by analysing the interaction between changing governance agendas and the intimate desires of urban denizens. Specifically, it traces three periods of daylife regulation to examine the ideologies and practices of daylife in relation to other social institutions (i.e. home and work) that occupy people’s daytime hours. By doing so, this study highlights the significance of daytime as a window into examining the urban governance and structural factors that shape urban integration, particularly regarding gender, class, and age.
5. Title: Measuring city relationship strength beyond total counts: A multidimensional framework for distinguishing prominence from interdependence and significance
Authors: Wang Tongjing
Abstract: Relying on counting the number of interactions to gauge city relationship strength can be misleading, as volumes often only reflect the prominence of large cities rather than city interdependence. Drawing on statistical concepts of effect size and confidence, this study develops a relationship classification framework that identifies interdependent and statistically significant relationships. For demonstration, this framework is applied to placename co-occurrences in English Wikipedia articles for 100 European cities. Each city relationship is evaluated through five metrics: co-occurrence, mutual information, statistical confidence, a combined mutual information–confidence metric and a relative gravity model. The findings demonstrate that a high co-occurrence, commonly observed between large cities like London and Paris, typically corresponds with high statistical confidence, but does not necessarily imply strong interdependence. By contrast, strongly interdependent relationships tend to be regionally clustered, such as the Dutch Randstad (Amsterdam–Rotterdam–The Hague), the Flemish Diamond (Brussels–Antwerp–Gent) and the Ruhr region (Dusseldorf–Essen–Duisburg). By differentiating relationship types, this framework reveals the complexity of intercity relationships and regional patterns that conventional methods fail to capture, offering a more nuanced understanding of city networks.
6. Title: Redeveloping ageing communities under state entrepreneurialism in China: The case of Xiaoxihu, Nanjing
Authors: Tianke Zhu, Xigang Zhu
Abstract: This article conceptualises habitability as a bridging mechanism between inclusive growth and state entrepreneurialism, and examines how welfare provision and capital accumulation are co-produced through urban redevelopment in contemporary China. Drawing on the emblematic case of Xiaoxihu, an ageing community in Nanjing, this paper analyses the governance rationale that sets the Chinese experience apart from inclusive urbanisation as practised under urban entrepreneurialism. Drawing on six rounds of fieldwork and 35 interviews, it reveals how local authorities have employed the Urban Redevelopment Fund to support environmental improvements and to restructure community economies. While residents have benefitted from substantial asset appreciation, their right to live well has been progressively eroded. This reflects the broader consequences of neighbourhood assetisation and the state’s gradual withdrawal from eldercare provision. The article argues for repositioning habitability as a core objective of urban development, in order to better address inclusive growth’s persistent reliance on capital accumulation.
7. Title: Embodied infrastructures and the spatial imagination of mobilities: ‘Following’ street waste-picker bodies within and among critical urban waste networks of Johannesburg
Authors: Johnathan Goeiman
Abstract: This article posits that the unnoticed and unseen (invisible) aspects of street waste-picker mobilities are an intimate part of the regime of human/waste mobilities and the maintenance of critical urban operations. Street waste-pickers are commonly known to make a living from accumulating and selling recyclable material (waste) and operate on the streets of the urban as a visible and common phenomenon. However, through their everyday management of waste and spatial movements within the urban, street waste-pickers contend with urban displacements, poverty and general social exclusion within everyday urban spaces, dimensions which are often rendered invisible in the context of street waste-picker mobilities. Highlighting the invisible dimensions of street waste-picker mobilities shows how the body functions as a form of infrastructure in distributed form and suffers attritional decay through its entanglement with poverty in the urban. This article builds on and contributes to the conceptual development of the notion of ‘infrastructural violence’ and builds on more recent work on bodies as infrastructures to highlight aspects of ‘slow infrastructural violence’. It contributes to this body of knowledge by positing the ‘following’ method as a mechanism that reveals the invisible and backgrounded socio-material networks that entangle marginalised bodies as intimate parts of urban infrastructure. The article demonstrates this through ‘following’ street waste-pickers and revealing their everyday relations with movement, spatial organisation and everyday exclusion.
8. Title: City diplomacy and high export values: Evidence from US metro areas
Authors: Mary Alice Haddad, Jennifer S Rose, Rishi Veer Bhagat
Abstract: Is city diplomacy engagement related to higher metro area exports? With the proliferation of transnational city organizations such as C40, the Mayors Migration Council, and the Healthy Cities Network, and the establishment of offices for international trade and investment inside city halls, more and more cities are becoming involved in city diplomacy. While these activities are generating positive benefits to cities in the form of better climate policies, collaborative responses to immigration, and enhanced capacity to cope with global heath emergencies, it has been unclear how much city diplomacy engagement influences a city’s economy. This paper gathers data from the 100 largest metro areas in the US in 2019 and uses interaction forest analysis, effect importance measures, and descriptive statistics to examine the relationship between city diplomacy activity and the value of a metro area’s foreign exports from 2005 to 2019. We find that engagement in city diplomacy is strongly related to higher metro area export values. All three measures of city diplomacy (having Sister Cities, hosting foreign consulate generals, and joining international city organizations/networks), are related to higher metro area export values, and hosting consulate generals has the strongest relationship. Finally, although metro areas of all sizes have higher exports when they engage in city diplomacy, mid-sized metro areas may benefit the most.
9. Title: Housing affordability and rent control: The case of elderly renters
Authors: Xun Bian, Ruoyu Chen, Hanchen Jiang
Abstract: Elderly renters face mounting housing affordability challenges due to rising rents. While many see rent control as a way to assist families in need of affordable housing, evidence of its effectiveness is sparse. We fill this gap by examining the effects of New York City’s rent stabilization policy on elderly renters. We find that elderly renters experience greater rent burdens than younger renters and, on average, benefit more from rent control. Specifically, elderly renters are more likely to live in rent-stabilized units and to receive greater rent discounts. However, this “elderly advantage” is mostly explained by elderly renters’ greater housing stability and disappears (in some cases, even reverses) after tenancy duration is accounted for. Our findings suggest that while New York City’s rent stabilization offers more support to older renters overall, it also, by favoring longer tenancy, leads to uneven allocation of policy subsidies among elderly renters. The “elderly advantage” accrues mostly to stable long-term renters, but less so to unstable ones, who are more often racial minorities, immigrants, or those with low levels of education and income.
