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1. Title: How COVID-19 has Impacted American Attitudes Toward China: A Study on Twitter
Authors: Cook, Gavin G; Huang, Junming; Xie, Yu. 
Abstract: Past research has studied social determinants of attitudes toward foreign countries. Confounded by potential endogeneity biases due to unobserved factors or reverse causality, the causal impact of these factors on public opinion is usually difficult to establish. Using social media data, we leverage the suddenness of the COVID-19 pandemic to examine whether a major global event has causally changed Americans’ views of another country. We collate a database of 297 million posts on the social media platform Twitter about China or COVID-19 up to June 2020, and we take tweeting about COVID-19 as a proxy for an individual’s awareness of COVID-19. Using regression discontinuity and difference-in-difference estimation, we reveal that awareness of COVID-19 causes a sharp rise in anti-China attitudes. Our work has implications for understanding how self-interest affects policy preference and how Americans view foreign countries.
2. Title: Weibo Criticism of Fang Fang’s Wuhan Lockdown Diary as an ‘Enemy Within’: Rhetorical Tactics and Discourse Practices of Voluntary Propaganda in China During the COVID-19 Pandemic
Authors: Wang, Shiru; Wang, Daan; Yuk Tai Siu.
Abstract: This paper examines the discourse practices of voluntary propaganda on social media in response to Fang Fang’s Wuhan Lockdown Diary during the COVID-19 pandemic in China. Analysis of Weibo data reveals the use of negative labeling and grouping tactics to discredit Fang Fang as a ‘public intellectual’ and a traitor in the anti-‘public intellectual’ discourse. Additionally, the positive mobilization tactic was employed through moral teaching in the ‘positive energy’ discourse to portray her as having negative energy, in contrast to the prototype of a good citizen. The analysis highlights the adept use of rhetorical tools by voluntary propagandists in adapting their discourses to specific events. However, it also exposes loopholes in voluntary propaganda, where ambiguous discourses may legitimize criticism of the regime and uphold the liberal sphere in cyberspace. This study sheds light on the discourse practices of voluntary propaganda on social media and their implications for political communication in contemporary China.
3. Title: The Rule of Discourse: How Ideas and Institutions Shape China’s COVID Policy
Authors: Zhao, Zijing; Zhang, Kaiping. 
Abstract: How do ideas and institutions shape China’s policymaking? Drawing on discursive institutionalism, this paper develops a conceptual framework to examine the intricate “discursive engineering” underpinning Chinese governance. We identify four distinct types of discourse—ideological, imperative, directive, and communicative—each serving specific functions, targeting different audiences, and exerting unique forms of power. By analyzing a comprehensive dataset of Weibo posts from state media accounts throughout China’s Zero-COVID era, we find that discourse alone explains nearly as much policy stringency variation as all socio-economic factors combined. Our analysis also shows how discourse evolves with shifting policy objectives: imperative discourse secures local implementation, while directive discourse grants flexibility. This orchestrated approach balances top-down control with local autonomy and carefully manages state-society relations. Our findings suggest that discourse functions not merely as a propaganda tool, but as a pivotal institution within contemporary Chinese governance.
4. Title: China, Africa, and the Market for Donkeys: Why Did the African Union Ban the Ejiao-Linked Donkey Hide Trade?
Authors: Johnston, Lauren A. 
Abstract: Domestication of the donkey in East Africa 7,000 years ago set foundations for elevated labour productivity, mobility, and trade. The donkey’s ancient role in some developing countries remains, yet is recently under threat. Donkey hides are also the key ingredient in ‘ejiao’, (‘donkey glue’), a traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) product that has recently become popular in China. Ejiao production requires some 4–5 million donkey hides annually—nearly 10% of the global donkey population. Insufficient hide supply in China is associated with cases of donkey theft and inhumane slaughter, and the trade’s adverse impacts on the rural poor, women and girls especially, in Africa. That led ultimately to an unprecedented African Union Moratorium on the slaughter of donkeys for their skins since February 2024. Using a mixed methods approach of interviews, fieldwork and desk research this article studies ejiao’s rise and the donkey’s fall in China, the resulting shock of a sudden donkey trade between China and Africa, and the arguments from the 2022 Pan African Donkey Conference and literature that contributed to the African Union ban on the donkey hide trade (with China).
5. Title: Testbed or Thoroughfare? Africa’s Place in China’s Evolving Grand Strategy
Authors: Barton, Benjamin; Carmody, Pádraig. 
Abstract: What is Africa’s place in China’s global geo-strategy, or does it have one? China’s engagements with the continent have increased markedly in recent decades but does it occupy a central or peripheral role in China’s grand strategy? Recently, there have been debates about whether China has such a strategy, but we argue that part of the confusion around these issues arises from the distinctive nature of that state and the forms of loose coordination it operationalizes. Rather than a strictly defined ‘grand strategy’, China has a grand, strategic-relational approach to its foreign policy or operates a relational geopolitical code which nonetheless reflects core interests. We bring this perspective to bear on Africa’s evolving positionality in China’s global geostrategic engagements in order to evaluate its significance.
6. Title: Is China Truly the Spokesperson for Developing Countries? An Examination of China’s Voting Position with Africa in the United Nations Security Council
Authors: Wu, Hao.
Abstract: Does China’s vote in the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) belong to Third World countries, as Deng Xiaoping famously declared? This article examines China—Africa alignment in the UNSC through voting convergence between China and the ‘African Three’ (A3) on Africa-related resolutions from 2013 to 2024. Contrary to common belief, findings reveal that China’s voting convergence with Africa is lower than that of the US, the UK, and France, and demonstrates a downward trajectory. This article proposes three explanations: diverging views on interventionism, spillover effects from US—China tensions, and the US’s dominance in penholdership. This study contributes empirical evidence to the rarely covered dynamics of China’s relations with the non-permanent UNSC members, and enriches the debate on China—Global South interactions in multilateral diplomacy.
7. Title: Attitudes Toward Income Inequality in China: Revisiting the Concern About Inequality from a Comparative Perspective
Authors: Olivos, Francisco; Lattz, Miguel. 
Abstract: This study investigates attitudes toward income inequality in China, challenging the prevailing perception that Chinese citizens are tolerant of inequality. Using data from a large-scale cross-national survey encompassing 30 countries, the study examines the unique position of China, where citizens express one of the highest average concerns about income inequality. These concerns have not evolved alongside the marketization of the Chinese economy since the 1980s. Our analysis reveals that Chinese attitudes toward inequality are more similar to those in post-socialist countries than in liberal capitalist societies. However, Chinese citizens also prioritize a fair society with minimal differences and favor an active governmental role in redistribution, aligning their preferences with those found in welfare-oriented market societies. The study further explores sociodemographic predictors, finding that concern about inequality is particularly pronounced among males, highly educated, and older individuals, which may reflect system justification beliefs. Education is linked to stronger egalitarian preferences and support for government intervention, while age consistently exercises a positive effect on these attitudes, highlighting parallels with post-socialist rather than liberal capitalist or welfare states.
8. Title: Reforms and Inequality: Examining the Impact of China’s Primary Distribution System Reforms on Wage Inequality (1989–2015)
Authors: Li, Mengdan; Liu, Longchao. 
Abstract: This study provides a comprehensive analysis of wage inequality in China during its economic transition from 1989 to 2015, with a particular emphasis on the impact of primary distribution system reforms. Utilizing data from the China Health and Nutrition Survey (CHNS), the paper employs a quantile regression-based decomposition methodology to examine the dynamics of wage inequality. The study focuses on wage inequality across both urban and rural sectors. The findings indicate that the primary distribution system reforms significantly influenced wage inequality across all income strata. From 1989 to 1997, wage inequality was mainly driven by unexplained wage variances. However, between 1997 and 2006, reforms became a key factor exacerbating wage inequality, which was further accentuated by rising educational levels and shifts in employment sectors. After 2006, the reforms shifted towards promoting equity, helping to mitigate wage inequality. This research fills a gap in the literature by offering a detailed exploration of wage inequality in China during its transformative economic phase and by evaluating the effectiveness of primary distribution system reforms.
9. Title: How is a BRI Project Proposal Softened and Materialized? An Examination of the China–Kyrgyzstan–Uzbekistan Railway
Authors: Liu, Dawei; Jin, Youxian. 
Abstract: Despite the considerable scholarly attention given to China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), much less has been said about how a BRI project proposal is softened and reified. This study attempts to fill this knowledge gap by analyzing the China—Kyrgyzstan—Uzbekistan railway, a project with massive influence yet has garnered scant scholarly attention. Inspired by the multiple streams framework (MSF), this article reveals that it is the sequence of events within the problem and politics streams that has softened this proposal and made it more amenable to implementation. During this process, political entrepreneurs played a crucial part in tying the project to their domestic agendas. A dialog with MSF contributes to the theorization of studies on China’s overseas infrastructure investments.
10. Title: The U.S. - China Trade War: Who is More Injured?
Authors: Wang, Lixia; Lin, Sha; Gu, Yingqian; Guo, Fangyuan. 
Abstract: The U.S.-China trade war is one of the important means for the U.S. to promote the return of manufacturing and reduce the level of financialization of enterprises for preventing entity economy from real to virtual. However, from the perspective of financialization, which country is more severely injured and whether the U.S. really benefits from the trade war has not been effectively verified. Hence, this paper explores the impact of the U.S.-China trade war on the corporate financialization in China and the U.S. by using the panel data related to listed non-financial enterprises in both countries from 2014–2021. Results indicate that the U.S. experiences a significantly higher level of corporate financialization post-trade war compared to China, suggesting that the U.S. suffers greater real economic damage.
